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Message

The Government is clear that a major resolution to the challenges that Indian
farmers are facing lie in creating an efficient and effective market structure. Over the
last few years, Government has initiated several marketing reforms with a view to
creating an agri-value system. The purpose of all these reforms is to enable the
farmers to evacuate the surpluses in a manner, that will translate into remunerative
prices.

2. As a part of the new market architecture, the Government is keen to provide a
robust network of retail agricultural markets as foundation to wholesale agriculture
markets (APMCs) and further upwards to export markets. In recognition of the fact that
APMCs are bereft of feeder markets, Government has decided to take forward one of
the recommendations of the Committee on Doubling Farmers’ Income and set up large
number of retail agriculture markets called Gramin Agriculture Markets (GrAMs).

3. These markets shall serve the twin purpose of enabling direct sale-purchase
transactions and aggregation of the small lots of the farmers. The farmers in general
and those with small and marginal farms, in particular, will be able to benefit from
GrAMs as they would be located in close proximity of their farm-gates. Since, India has
about 22,000 number of rural periodical markets, the decision to co-locate GrAMs at
these centres is an appropriate one.

4. | am happy that the Division of Agriculture Marketing of the Department has
formulated ‘Operational Guidelines for Establishment and Management of GrAMs'.
Shri. P.K. Swain, Joint Secretary (Marketing)-cum-AMA and Dr. S.K. Singh, Dy. AMA
have worked diligently on the guidelines and their contribution is recognized. In
consonance with these guidelines, the State and UT Governments responsible for
setting up and managing GrAMs can design their own guidelines to meet the local
requirements.

5. | would like to thank Dr. Ashok Dalwai, Chairman, DFI for the strategies, guidance
and hand holding for preparation of these Guidelines.
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